CHURCH OF THE ETERNAL GOD EMERGES FROM THE BREAK-UP OF CGCF
CGCF has announced the suspension of operations at the end of July.  The following article recounts the events leading to that breakup, and the establishment of a new organization, Church of the Eternal God, to serve God’s people. 
On July 1st 2001, Jean Carion, Edwin Pope, Norbert Link, David Harris, Warren Zehrung, Robert Devine, Rees Ellis, and Joseph Musso resigned from Church of God, a Christian Fellowship and on July 2nd, Church of the Eternal God (CEG) was formed in the US.
CGCF's deliberations with UCG were proceeding according to plans set in motion starting back in August of last year.  In March of this year, an internal division arose within CGCF between those who wished to join with United speedily and without stipulation, and those who wished to continue the process of working toward doctrinal agreement and reconciliation.  
Christian Fellowship had engaged in task force meetings with United to better understand the respective teachings and practices of our groups.  It was hoped that if there were no substantial differences, that a closer working relationship with United could be built.  At first, God seemed to be moving us toward a common goal. As we began our talks in Memphis, TN last August, our hopes were that our groups could meet on the same doctrinal page. 
We found the talks with UCG to be open and honest. The three men on the United Task Force team could see and understand our concerns, and we found essential agreement in beliefs among ourselves. We produced documents on doctrine and reconciliation that we presented to our respective Councils for their approval and implementation.
United's Council was reluctant to embrace all that we on the Task Forces had found doctrinal agreement on.  The Task Force meetings were held with no thought of the two groups merging.  In fact, it was always clearly expressed that we were not having "merger talks."  There certainly appeared to be doctrinal and administrative differences between the two groups.  It was hoped that in the subsequent doctrinal task force discussions those differences could have been resolved.  We actually felt we were starting to come to grips with some very serious issues.
CGCF went to Cincinnati in March and saw how impressive United's operation looked. Calls from within CGCF for "dissolving Christian Fellowship - and going to United without any stipulations" caused grave concerns that the healing process we had begun with United, would not be able to continue.
After the March meeting with UCG, our CGCF General Council of Elders directed our Executive Council to appoint a Doctrinal Task Force to continue the doctrinal discussions with United, but the CGCF Executive Council did not appoint a Doctrinal Task Force as directed.  Instead, the Executive Council was appointed by the President to be a substitute Doctrinal Task Force.  This internal CGCF rule of law violation then effectively brought the process of open and frank discussions with United to an end.  Since that time none of the details or results of private negotiations with UCG have been made known.  

In the wake of the Cincinnati conference there was a marked decline in the services CGCF was providing for our members. Feast sites were canceled, the audio tape program was discontinued, and our Internet Sabbath program (NetServices) was shut down.  Finally, we were not allowed to rent halls for Sabbath services.  These cancellations left CGCF as a hollowed-out shell, no longer able to preach the gospel or feed the flock.
In the absence of the gospel being preached and the flock being fed by CGCF, the men who formed CEG, felt it necessary to stand in the gap. On July 2nd, Church of the Eternal God was founded.  We will continue to care for those scattered and remotely situated brethren. These members still need to be fed spiritually, and it certainly would not have been right to abandon them. 
In the course of CEG's first month in operation, we have endeavored to continue in the goals and aspirations we have always held. In addition to the congregations we pastor, we are providing weekly Internet Church services, audio tape sermons for those who are unable to participate on the web, and updates of our emerging work. In addition, we have set up two sites for the Feast of Tabernacles in North America: one is Nelson, British Columbia, in Canada, and the other is Hot Springs, Arkansas. Other locations include Belgium and England. 
CEG is dedicated to preserving the true faith in doctrine and practice.  This includes preaching the gospel, feeding the flock, and warning to the world.  We have begun to produce a new television program under the name, "The Truth Revealed." We will be supporting the telecasts with a number of booklets. Recently we sent out, from our personal supplies, a copy of the booklet "Europe in Prophecy." We are moving quickly to publish new booklets dealing with the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and the false concepts of the Trinity and Evolution. All this information, updates, newsletters and more can be found on our web site, www.EternalGod.org 
If you wish to contact us about this article or any other subjects, the contact information can be found at www.EternalGod.org/misc/contact.html.  For those who may still be looking for answers, we will be happy to answer your questions.  You may also write to:  Church of the Eternal God, PO Box 270519, San Diego, CA 92198
