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Conclusion

Jesus Christ is God! There was never a time when He did not exist
as the Son of God, the second member of the God Family. God the
Father created EVERYTHING through Jesus Christ.

Jesus became a Man, fully Man! He was not fully God at the same
time! He set aside His divinity to come into sinful flesh, to overcome
sin in the flesh and to die for us, so that we can inherit eternal life.

God the Father resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead as an im-
mortal eternal God Being and restored to Him the glory, which He
had before the world was.

While He was here on earth as a human being, He lived His life
as an example for us, showing us how to live as true Christians in
whom God's Spirit dwells. Christ is coming today in the flesh...living
His life in His true disciples. The question is: Are we willing to let Him
live His life in us?
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pertinent questions:

Do we have the same purposes in life that Jesus had?

Are we willing to give our life for others, to help others and to
sacrifice our time and preferences for others?

Are we willing to allow Christ to live in us so that we can overcome
sin in the flesh?

Are we willing to do the Will of the Father and to fulfill His Law
in our lives?

Are we willing to reveal the Father to others through our good works?

Are we willing to comfort those who mourn?

Are we willing to help in preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of
God as a witness?

Are we willing to always tell the truth; never to compromise; and
to place the Word of God above all human relationships?

Are we willing to rejoice when someone repents?

If all of this applies to us, then we are Christ’s disciples indeed!
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Introduction

Jesus Christ is a great enigma for most people—who He was when
He lived here on earth over 2,000 years ago; whether He lives today;
and whether He will indeed return to this earth as He has promised.

Our free booklets Jesus Christ—A Great Mystery! and When and How
Will Christ Return? address many of those questions.

But there is so much more to reveal, and in this booklet we focus
primarily on Christ’s pre-existence, His birth, and His life on earth as
a human being.

Did He really exist prior to His human birth? If so, who or what
was He? Was He an angel? Was He God? Was He just a “thought” in
the mind of God?

HOW exactly did His human birth occur?

Was He a man with a sinful human nature?

Does the Old Testament, especially Isaiah 53, prophesy that the
Messiah would first come to earth as God's suffering Servant? If so, why
do most Jews reject those passages, claiming instead that the Messiah
would ONLY come as the world-ruling King of Israel?

Why did Jesus come in the first place? What were the purposes of
His Coming?

What kind of life did Jesus live? Was He a hippie-like, homeless
vagabond with long hair? Did He have emotions and feelings? Did
He resort to violence? Did He condone and justify sinful conduct?
Did He really prohibit a disciple from burying his father? Was He
married? Did He have brothers and sisters, and if so, why did He ask
His disciple John to take care of His mother Mary?

As Christians, we are to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. This
booklet will help you better understand who and what Jesus Christ
was, and how He really lived as a human being, so that YOU CAN
follow in His footsteps.
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captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; To
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance
of our God; To comfort all who mourn, To console those who mourn in
Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness...”

TO DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER

John 6:38 reads: “I have come down from heaven, not to do My own
will, but the will of Him who sent Me...”

He continues to explain that it is the Will of the Father to resurrect
all those whom the Father has drawn to Christ.

Hebrews 10:7 adds: “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come—In the vol-
ume of the book it is written of Me—To do Your will, O God!”

Paul continues to explain that it was the Will of the Father to abol-
ish animal sacrifices through the supreme Sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

All of this includes the fact that Jesus came to give us an example
as to how we must live. He told us that as He overcame, so we must
overcome (Revelation 3:21); and as He kept the commandments, so
we must keep them (John 15:10). In addition, He gave us an example
of suffering so that we can follow His footsteps and remain sinless,
even when we suffer in trials and persecutions (1 Peter 2:21).

He made it very clear that we must do the Will of both the Father
and Christ if we want to enter the Kingdom of God, and that our
refusal to keep the Law will disqualify us from inheriting eternal life
(Matthew 7:23).

TO REVEAL THE FATHER

1 John 5:20 states: “... the Son of God has come and has given us
an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in
Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ...”

That Christ came to reveal the Father to us can also be seen in pas-
sages such as Matthew 11:25-27; and John 1:18; 5:37; 6:46.

This revelation includes the understanding that God is a Family—
the Kingdom of God—into which we can be born.

QUESTIONS FOR US

To conclude this chapter, let us ask ourselves the following

Do You Know the Jesus of the Bible? | 91



(Galatians 1:9-16). And it is the gospel of the Kingdom, which must
be preached again today in all the world as a witness (Matthew 24:14).

TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH

John 18:37 cites Jesus in this way: “For this cause I was born, and
for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to
the truth.”

Jesus said these words when Pilate asked Him whether He was a
king, clarifying that He was a king indeed, but that His kingdom was
not of this world or this day and age (verse 36). Rather, He emphasized
that He is and will be the King of the world tomorrow.

TO SAVE AND PRESERVE LIFE

Luke 9:56 reads: “For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's
lives but to save them...”

Christ said these words to James and John, the “Sons of Thunder,”
who were willing to destroy a city of the Samaritans because they had
refused to grant them shelter.

TO BRING US MORE ABUNDANT LIFE

John 10:10 says: “The thief does not come except to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.”

This includes enjoying what life may have to offer. Jesus came to
eat and to drink, but He was accused by some who thought that He
had to live an ascetic lifestyle.

Luke 7:34 says: “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and
you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners.”

We can also apply this principle to those who prohibit the (mod-
est) consumption of alcohol or of clean meat, which we can eat (1
Timothy 4:3)

TO COMFORT THOSE WHO MOURN

Isaiah 61:1-2 says: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Be-
cause the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the
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Chapter 1
The Pre-Existence of Jesus

The question as to whether Jesus existed prior to His human birth
is asked time and again. We will show you in this booklet the very
clear Bible teaching that Jesus Christ did exist, AS GOD, prior to His
First Coming!

GOD SINCE ETERNITY

The Bible reveals that both the Father and Jesus Christ ARE God,
and that they have ALWAYS been God throughout eternity! Reading
from John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word [the “Logos” in Greek,
meaning “Spokesman”], and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” We see that it is Jesus Christ—the “Word”—the One who
“SPOKE, and it was done” (Psalm 33:9), and the One who later became
flesh (John 1:14), who is referred to in John 1:1 as “God.”

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible states the following;

“What he [John] saith of him [is] enough to prove beyond contra-
diction that he is God. He asserts... His existence in the beginning:
In the beginning was the Word. This bespeaks his existence, not only
before his incarnation, but before all time. The beginning of time, in
which all creatures were produced and brought into being, found this
eternal Word in being. The world was from the beginning, but the Word
was in the beginning... the Word was God: a distinct person... for he
was with God [the Father]... He that undertook to bring us to God...
was himself from eternity with God; so that this grand affair of man'’s
reconciliation to God was concerted between the Father and Son from
eternity, and they understand one another perfectly well in it... He
was with God, and therefore is said to come forth from the Father.”

In addition, Philippians 2:5-7 explains that Christ was in the “form
of God” and “equal with God” the Father, but that He took the “form
of a bondservant,” and came “in the likeness of men.”
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Christ said in John 5:37 that no one has ever seen the “form” of
God the Father (compare also John 1:18; 1 John 4:12). Since some,
including Moses, saw the “form” of the LORD (Numbers 12:8; Exodus
33:17-23), it is logical and compelling that they must have seen the
form of Christ—the second member in the Godhead.

Paul explains in 1 Timothy 3:16: “And without controversy great
is the mystery of godliness: GOD was manifest in the flesh, Justified
in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed
on in the world, Received up in glory.”

HOW), exactly, was “God” manifest in the flesh? Some claim that God
is just one Being and that He somehow placed some of His thoughts
into the mind of a human being called Jesus. But they are wrong! Jesus
actually did exist as a God Being—a second, individual God Being
to God the Father—prior to His birth as a human.

CHRIST THE CREATOR

Colossians 1:16 states that “all things”—visible and invisible—were
created “by” and “through” Jesus Christ. We see in John 1:1-3 that “all
things” were made through the Word—the Logos—]Jesus Christ; and
Hebrews 1:1-2; 2:10 tells us that God the Father made “the worlds”
” “through” Jesus Christ.
Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible points out, regarding Colos-

or the entire universe and “all things

sians 1:16:

“Jesus Christ is the Creator of the universe; of all things visible and
invisible; of all things that had a beginning, whether they exist in time
or in eternity... he was prior to all creation, to all beings, whether in the
visible or invisible world... Now, allowing... Paul to have understood
the terms which he used, he must have considered Jesus Christ as be-
ing truly and properly God... Jesus Christ is the Creator of all things,
therefore Jesus Christ must be, according to the plain construction of
the apostle’s words, truly and properly God.”

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible comments on John 1:3:

“In this place it is affirmed that ‘creation’ was effected by ‘the Word,
or the Son of God. In [Genesis 1:1], it is said that the Being who cre-
ated the heavens and the earth was God. In [Psalm 102:25-28], this
work is ascribed to Yahweh. The ‘Word, or the Son of God, is therefore
appropriately called ‘God'... he was the agent, or the efficient cause, by

4 | Do You Know the Jesus of the Bible?

He continued to explain that God’s Word—the sword of the Spirit
(Ephesians 6:17)—will bring division between those who want to
obey God’s Word and those who refuse to do so.

TO BRING JUDGMENT

Jesus came for judgment so that those who are blind may see, and
that those who see may be made blind.

John 9:39 explains it in this way:

“And Jesus said, 'For judgment I have come into this world, that those
who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.”

He proceeded to tell the Pharisees that their sin remained because
they claimed that they saw; if they had been blind, they “would have
no sin.”

Those who saw did not want to repent, so their sin remained;
regarding those who were blind, God originally overlooked their
ignorance (Acts 3:17-19; 17:30).

TO GIVE US SALVATION AND AN ETERNAL
INHERITANCE

Hebrews 9:11-15, 27-28 states:

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come... having
obtained eternal redemption... He is the Mediator of the new cov-
enant... that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal
inheritance ... Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many...”

This includes His purpose of coming to build the Church of God—
His spiritual Body (Colossians 1:18). He explains in Matthew 16:18:
“And I also say to you that you are Peter (a small stone), and on this
rock (Jesus Christ, the massive rock) I will build My church, and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

TO PREACH THE GOSPEL

Mark 1:38 quotes Jesus as follows: “Let us go into the next towns,
that I may preach there also, because for this purpose I have come forth.”

Luke 4:43 adds: “1 must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities
also, because for this purpose 1 have been sent.”

(Compare Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Mark 1:14-15).

There is only one gospel—the gospel of the Kingdom of God
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is of God (1 John 4:2). That understanding includes the realization
that He died and that He was really dead (Revelation 1:17-18); and
that the Father resurrected Him from the dead (Romans 10:9; 6:4).
Also, the one is a deceiver who denies Christ as coming in the flesh
today; that is, he denies that Christ lives in us today, so that His righ-
teousness can be fulfilled in us (Galatians 2:20; 2 John 7; Romans 8:4).

TO FULFILL THE LAW

Matthew 5:17 reads: “... I did not come to destroy [the Law or the
Prophets] but to fulfill...”

He came to exalt the law and make it honorable, as we read in
Isaiah 42:21. He “fulfilled” the law or the Prophets by filling up the
literal words with the spiritual intent, exclaiming for example that
one transgresses the law not only by killing someone, but even by
hating someone.

TO CALL SINNERS TO REPENTANCE

Matthew 9:13 says:

“... Idid not come to call the [self-] righteous, but sinners, to repen-
tance” (compare Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32).

This includes the fact that Jesus came to seek and save “the lost”:

Luke 19:10 states: “...the Son of Man has come to seek and to save
that which was lost” (compare Hebrews 12:2 and Luke 15:7).

TO SAVE US FROM DARKNESS

John 12:46 reads: “I have come as a light into the world, that who-
ever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.”

This world is in utter darkness. It is ruled by Satan the devil, the
prince of darkness. Christ came to free us from darkness and lead us
to the Light (Acts 26:17-18). This includes the fact that Christ came
to destroy the works of the devil.

1 John 3:8 says: “... For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that He might destroy the works of the devil.”

TO BRING THE SWORD
Matthew 10:34-39 reads: “Do not think that I came to bring peace
on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.”
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which the universe was made. There is no higher proof of omnipotence
than the work of creation; and, hence, God often appeals to that work
to prove that he is the true God, in opposition to idols... The Being,
therefore, that ‘created’ all things must be divine; and, since this work is
ascribed to Jesus Christ, and as it is uniformly in the Scriptures declared
to be the work of God, Jesus Christ is therefore equal with the Father.”

CHRIST=THE “1 AM"”

Jesus Christ spoke of His own pre-existence over and over again.
At one time, He stated boldly that He—AS God—had lived before
Abraham. The Jews were so outraged that they were willing to stone
Jesus. Notice the dialogue and the reaction of the Jews to Christ’s words
in John 8:56-58: “[Jesus said,| "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
My day, and he saw it and was glad! Then the Jews said to Him, "You
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to
them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”

When Jesus said, “I AM,” rather than, “I WAS,” the Jews under-
stood that He identified Himself as God—as “Yahweh,” the “I AM”
or Eternal of the Old Testament. That is why they “took up stones to
throw at Him"” (verse 59).

The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary adds the following
thoughts:
“’Before Abraham was, I am’ — The words rendered ‘was’ and ‘am’
are quite different. The one clause means, ‘Abraham was brought into
being’; the other, ‘I exist’ The statement therefore is not that Christ
came into existence before Abraham did... but that He never came into
being at all, but existed before Abraham had a being; in other words,
existed before creation, or eternally... In that sense the Jews plainly
understood Him, since ‘then took they up stones to cast at Him, just
as they had before done when they saw that He made Himself equal
with God [John 5:18].”

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible elaborates:
“Tam’ - The expression I am, though in the present tense, is clearly
designed to refer to a past time... he assumes it as his name, T AM,
and ‘TAM that I AM, [Exodus 3:14]... There is a remarkable similarity
between the expression employed by Jesus in this place and that used
in Exodus to denote the name of God...The question here was about
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his pre-existence. The objection of the Jews was that he was not 50
years old, and could not, therefore, have seen Abraham. Jesus replied
to that that he existed before Abraham... this declaration corresponds
to the affirmation of John [John 1:1], that he was in the beginning
with God, and was God.”

The Jews of Christ’s time rejected Him as fulfilling the office of
Messiah and the King of Israel. However, prophecy in the books of the
Old Testament pointed to the fact that it would be God who would
come to deliver them (compare Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23). Jesus
told the Jews, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you
have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (John 5:39).
In another instance, following His resurrection, Jesus showed some
of His disciples these very proofs: “And beginning at Moses and all
the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27).

In addition, in Luke 10:18, Jesus said that He saw Satan fall like
lightning from heaven, claiming that He existed when Satan’s rebel-
lion occurred, which happened long before the creation of man. (See
our free booklet, Heavens and Earth... Before and After the First Man.)

CHRIST—THE BEGINNER OF CREATION

Quoting from our free booklet, God Is a Family:

“Jesus Christ is identified, in Revelation 3:14, as the ‘beginner of
the creation of God, as it should be correctly rendered... Christ...
had no beginning. He is identified in Hebrews 7:1 as ‘Melchizedek,
the ‘priest of the Most High God. Hebrews 7:3 explains that He had
‘neither beginning of days nor end of life’ Therefore, Revelation 3:14 is
more accurately translated as ‘beginning’ or ‘source’ of God's creation
(compare, for instance, Revised Standard Version; New Revised Standard
Version; Revised English Bible; and New American Bible). Christ EXISTED
as a God being from all eternity, and it was He—the second member
of the God Family—who began the creation of everything...”

Some, in commenting on Revelation 3:14, claim that God the Father
first created His Son, Jesus Christ, and proceeded afterwards to create
everything else through Christ. They say that the Word was created, and
when that happened, there were no days or time created, so Christ had no
beginning of days as such. This is not, however, what the Bible teaches.
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Chapter 18
The Purposes of Jesus' Coming

In the concluding chapter of this booklet, we will answer from the
Bible the question as to WHY Christ came to this earth as a human
being. Some of the purposes and reasons are well known; others might
not be that obvious.

TO DIE FOR US

In John 12:27, He prayed: “Now My soul is troubled, and what
shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this purpose I came
to this hour.”

In verses 32-33, it is explained that He was speaking of the man-
ner of His death.

His purpose to die for us also includes His purpose to live again
in a glorified state, enabling Him to give us His Holy Spirit (compare
John 7:37-39). In order to obtain the Holy Spirit, one must repent
of one’s sins and believe and become baptized (Acts 2:38). Jesus gave
us an example of correct baptism, even though He did not have to
repent, as He never sinned: He asked John the Baptist to baptize Him
to show us what we must do. Believing in Jesus and in His Sacrifice is
not enough for the receipt of the Holy Spirit if we are at the same time
unwilling to obey Him (Acts 5:32).

The purpose for Christ's coming (to die for us) includes also the
fact that He came to serve us. We read in Matthew 20:28: “... just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many” (compare Mark 10:45).

TO OVERCOME SIN IN THE FLESH

Romans 8:3 says: “... God did by sending His own Son... He con-
demned sin in the flesh...”

The one who confesses that Jesus came in the flesh (John 1:14)
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Bethany to do the same four days later. Christ accepted this service
in every case. He forgave the sinner because of her living faith; and
He defended Mary’s and the unidentified woman’s conduct, saying
that they had done it for His burial and that they will be remembered
wherever the gospel is preached.

Let us carefully review what exactly Christ said about the women:

In Luke 7:47-50, Christ spoke these words about and to the “sin-
ner”: “... her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much...
your sins are forgiven...Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

Since we cannot have forgiveness without repentance and the faith
in Christ’s Sacrifice, it appears that somehow, this woman must have
known that Christ came as the Savior of the world, and that He would
die for the world and for her.

In John 12:7, we read Christ’s words to Judas regarding Mary; “Let
her alone; she has kept this [costly oil] for the day of My burial.”

Mary must have believed that Christ would die for her and all of
mankind, and her action manifested her belief in Christ’s death.

In Matthew 26:10, 12-13, Christ said to His disciples, on behalf of
the unidentified woman who anointed Him four days later:

“Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work
for Me... For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for
My burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached
in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a
memorial to her.”

In Mark 14:8, His words are virtually identical with His saying in
Matthew, except that these interesting comments are added: “She has
done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body
for burial.”

Again, we see that this woman, following Mary’s example four
days earlier, must have understood about Christ’s death, and she also
manifested her belief by her work.

The conduct of all of the women is a beautiful example of living
faith in action. As James said, faith without works is dead (James
2:20). When we truly believe, we will prove our faith by how we live.
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Micah 5:2 talks about the coming Messiah when it states: “But
you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thou-
sands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be
Ruler in Israel, WHOSE GOINGS FORTH ARE FROM OF OLD, FROM
EVERLASTING.”

The New Bible Commentary: Revised adds the following: “... the title
‘the beginning of God’s creation” (better translated ‘the principle’ or
‘source’ of creation) exalts Christ as Creator above the proud but puny
creatures that boast in their self-sufficiency.”

The Commentary of Jamieson, Fausset and Brown agrees, pointing

ui

out: “...beginning of the creation of God’-not he whom God created
first, but as in Colossians 1:15-18... the Beginner of all creation, its
originating instrument. All creation would not be represented ador-
ing Him, if He were but one of themselves. He being the Creator is
a strong guarantee for His faithfulness as ‘the Witness and Amen’”

In Revelation 22:13, Christ refers to himself as the “beginning
|arche] and the end [telos].” If “beginning” suggests that there was a
time when Christ did not exist, but that He came into existence as the
first being of God’s creation, does “end” indicate that there will be a
point at which He will no longer exist? That would be a ridiculous
suggestion!

Based on all the biblical evidence, we can dogmatically state that
Jesus Christ had NO beginning. Rather, He is the BEGINNER of God's
creation: God the Father created everything through Jesus Christ, who
existed [as God] since all eternity.

Finally, quoting again from our booklet, God Is a Family:

“We read that the Spirit of Christ was IN the prophets of old (1 Peter
1:11)... This proves, too, that Christ existed at that time [as God], prior
to His human existence, and that He gave His Spirit to the prophets...”

There can be no reasonable and honest doubt that Jesus Christ was
God—since all eternity—before He became a human being.
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“|The] woman [sinner] in the city [was not] Mary Magdalene, spoken
of in Luke 8:2 under another character; and is a different person, who
had not been taken notice of by the evangelist before; nor Mary the
sister of Lazarus, who is said to anoint the feet of Christ, and wipe them
with her hair, John 12:3... this was in Galilee, and that in Bethany; this
in the house of Simon the Pharisee, that in the house of Lazarus; this
was some time before Christ’s death, and after this he went a circuit
through every city and village, that was but six days before his death,
and after which he never went from those parts;

“nor is this account the same with the history, recorded in Matthew
26:6 for that fact was done in Bethany also, this in Galilee; that in the
house of Simon the leper, this in the house of Simon the Pharisee;
that was but two days before the death of Christ, this a considerable
time before; the ointment that woman poured, was poured upon his
head, this upon his feet: who this woman was, is not certain, nor in
what city she dwelt; it seems to be the same in which the Pharisee’s
house was; and was no doubt one of the cities of Galilee, as Nain,
Capernaum, or some other at no great distance from these:

“which was a sinner; a notorious sinner, one that was known by
all to have been a person of a wicked life and conversation; a lewd
woman, a vile prostitute, an harlot... the word, sinners, seems to be
used elsewhere by Luke; see Luke 15:1 compared with Matthew 21:31.
Some think she was a Gentile, Gentiles being reckoned by the Jews
sinners, and the worst of sinners; but this does not appear [to be the
case]...”

While the woman in Luke’s account was a well-known sinner, the
woman in John's account was Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha,
who was a very dedicated servant of Christ; and the woman in Mat-
thew’s and Mark’s account is not identified—but it is unlikely that it
was again Mary, anointing Christ a second time.

SINNER SERVES AS EXAMPLE

What we need to conclude from this is that the well-known sinner in
the city of or near Capernaum, who was the first one anointing Christ,
served as a motivation for Mary to do something similar. While the
prostitute anointed Christ’s feet, Mary anointed His head. And Mary's
example motivated and inspired another woman in the same city of
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Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Christ had resurrected. A supper
was made for Jesus, and Lazarus, Martha and Mary were all there. We
read that Martha served, as she had done before; so the implication is
that the supper took place in the house of Lazarus, Mary and Martha.
We read that Mary took a pound of very costly oil, anointed the feet
of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair. When Judas Iscariot com-
plained about the “waste of money,” Jesus responded that Mary had
kept the oil for His burial.

Many seem to think that this incident is the same as the one de-
scribed by Matthew and Mark. However, this is not the case either.

UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN

In Matthew 26:6-13, we also read about a woman (she is not iden-
tified as Mary) who poured very costly fragrant oil on Christ’s head,
and that His disciples (not just Judas) became indignant, claiming
that the oil could have been sold and the money been given to the
poor. Jesus responded that in pouring the oil on His body, the woman
did it for His burial, and that her action will be told as a memorial to
her. Even though this account is similar to the one in John, we read
in Matthew 26:2 that it took place “two days” before Passover (not
six days, as in John 12:1), and that it took place in Bethany at the
house of Simon the leper. Neither Lazarus nor Mary nor Martha are
mentioned in this record.

Mark 14:3-9 describes the same incident, as reported by Matthew.
Mark 14:1 tells us as well that it occurred two days before Passover,
and verse 3 states that it took place in Bethany, at the house of Simon
the leper. The unidentified woman poured very costly oil on Christ’s
head, and some became indignant over the “waste of money.” Christ’s
response was the same as it was recorded in Matthew’s account.

We see, then, that the gospel writers tell us about at least three
episodes, when women anointed Jesus’ feet or head.

THREE EPISODES

Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible states the following about the
account of Luke, regarding the first episode, when a sinner anointed
Christ, explaining that the accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
describe events on at least three different occasions:
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Chapter 2
Jesus Christ IS God!

The Bible teaches very clearly that Jesus Christ is God. For undeniable

proof, notice Titus 2:11-14: “For the grace of God that brings salva-
tion has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in
the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, who gave Himself
for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.”

CHRIST—-THE GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR

The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary confirms that the
entire phrase “Great God and Savior” refers to Jesus Christ:

“There is but one Greek article to ‘God’ and ‘Savior, which shows
that both are predicated of one and the same Being... Also... ‘ap-
pearing’ (epiphaneia) is never by Paul predicated of God the Father...
it is invariably applied to Christ’s coming... Also... in the context...
there is no reference to the Father, but to Christ alone... Also... the
expression ‘great God, as applied to Christ, is in accordance with the
context, which refers to the glory of His appearing...”

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible adds:

“There can be little doubt, if any, that by ‘the great God’ here, the
apostle referred to the Lord Jesus, for it is not a doctrine of the New
Testament that God himself as such... will appear at the last day.”

This is true. The Bible says that God the Father will descend to earth
AFTER the Millennium and the Great White Throne Judgment—not
at the time of Christ’'s Second Coming.

NO ONE HAS SEEN THE FATHER
In addition, we make these comments in our free booklet, God Is
a Family:
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“John 1:18 tells us: ‘No one has ever seen God [the Father]. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made
him known’ (New Revised Standard Version). Notice the rendering of
this passage in the New American Bible: ‘No one has ever seen God.
The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him'”

A similar rendering is also used in the Luther Bible: “No one has
seen God at any time; the only Begotten, WHO IS GOD and who is
in the Father’s bosom, has revealed Him to us.” The Elberfelder Bible
comments in an annotation that many old and good sources render
the phrase, “the only-begotten Son,” as “the only-begotten GOD.”

John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible adds: “The Syriac version
here renders it, ‘the only begotten, God which is in the bosom of the
Father’; clearly showing, that he is the only begotten, as he is God.”

THE ETERNALLY BLESSED GOD

Additionally, Romans 9:5 refers to Jesus Christ as “the eternally
blessed God.” Please note the exact rendering: “... Christ came, who
is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.”

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible states the following:

““Who is over all’ - This is an appellation that belongs only to the
true God. It implies supreme divinity; and is full proof that the Mes-
siah is divine: Much effort has been made to show that this is not the
true rendering, but without success. There are no various readings in
the Greek manuscripts of any consequence; and the connection here
evidently requires us to understand this... of the divine nature.
“‘God blessed forever’ - This is evidently applied to the Lord Jesus;
and it proves that he is divine.”

Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible agrees:

“As this verse contains such an eminent proof of the deity of Christ,
no wonder that the opposers of his divinity should strive with their
utmost skill and cunning to destroy its force. And it must be truly
painful to a mind that has nothing in view but truth, to see the mean
and hypocritical methods used to elude the force of this text. Few
have met it in that honest and manly way in which Dr. Taylor, who
was a conscientious Arian, has considered the subject. ‘Christ, says
he, ‘is God over all, as he is by the Father appointed Lord, King, and
Governor of all”
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Chapter 17
The Anointing of Jesus

The question has been raised as to whether all of the passages
in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John regarding the anointing of Jesus
address the same incident. The answer is that they do not, and this
understanding is most remarkable in light of the good influence we
may have on others, as well as the good example we can be setting for
those who may observe our conduct.

Luke’s account of Christ’s anointing occurred prior to the events
described by the other gospel writers; they did not take place in the
same city; and the women anointing Christ were not the same.

THE SINNER

We read in Luke 7:36-50 that Christ went to the house of Simon,
a Pharisee, to eat with him, when a “woman in the city who was a
sinner” washed Christ’s feet with her tears, wiped them with the hair
of her head, kissed His feet and anointed them with fragrant oil which
she had brought. The Pharisee questioned that Christ was a prophet,
since He allowed the woman to do this, even though she was a sinner.
He reasoned that if Christ had known who the woman was, He would
not have permitted her to touch Him. However, Christ said that the
sins of the woman, which were many, were forgiven her, because she
loved much, and He told her that her faith had saved her.

It appears from verses 1 and 11 that this episode took place in
the city of Capernaum or Nain or another city nearby. The city itself
where the woman lived is not identified, but many think that it was
Capernaum.

MARY, SISTER OF LAZARUS
However, when turning to John 12:1-8, we find ANOTHER anointing
of Jesus described. It occurred six days before Passover (John 12:1), in
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phrase; and Christ's meaning is, let such who are dead in trespasses
and sins... bury those who are dead in a natural or corporal sense...
there were enough of them to take care of this service: and therefore,
there was no need why he should neglect the ministry of the Gospel
to attend that...”

The Ryrie Study Bible elaborates on Christ’s saying, as follows (com-
menting on Luke 9:59-60):

“The father had not died; the speaker meant that he was obli-
gated to care for him until he died... [Christ replied:] let those who
are spiritually dead bury those who die physically. The claims of the
kingdom are paramount.”

Christ tells us that the concern for an elderly parent who might or
might not die soon must not prevent us from doing the Will of God
for us. Even though it may appear that only we can and must deal with
certain physical situations, upon deeper analysis, we might find that
others, who are not called to God’s Way of Life at this point, might
be in a better position to do so, while God wants us—and especially
those called into His ministry—to fulfill much more important tasks
at this time.
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Note, too, the following statements by Matthew Henry's Commentary
on the Whole Bible:

“Mentioning Christ, he interposes a very great word concerning
him, that he is over all, God blessed for ever. Lest the Jews should
think meanly of him, because he was of their alliance, he here speaks
thus honourably concerning him: and it is a very full proof of the
Godhead of Christ; he is not only over all, as Mediator, but he is God
blessed for ever. Therefore, how much sorer punishment were they
worthy of that rejected him!”

GOD ANOINTED GOD

In the first chapter of the book of Hebrews, overwhelming and in-
disputable proof can be found that Jesus Christ is God today. Beginning
with verse 5, God the Father is quoted (compare verse 1) as saying:
“(verse 5) For to which of the angels did He [God the Father] ever say...
(Verse 7) And of the angels He [God the Father] says... (Verse 8) But
to the Son He [God the Father] says: ‘Your throne, O GOD, is forever
and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.”

So, clearly, God the Father, speaking to Jesus Christ the Son, calls
Him “God.”

Also notice how the next verse (verse 9) is rendered in some trans-
lations (still quoting God the Father’s words to the Son, Jesus Christ).
For instance, the Revised English Bible writes: “You have loved right
and hated wrong; therefore, O God, your God has set you above your
fellows (or: “... has anointed You”).”

This rendering (“Therefore, O God, Your God has anointed You...”)
is also used in the Luther Bible; the Zuercher Bible; and the Menge Bible.

The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown commentary states the following:

“Jerome, Augustine, and others translate [Psalm 45:7:] ‘O God, Thy
God, hath anointed thee, whereby Christ is addressed as God. This
is probably the true translation of the Hebrew there, and also of the
Greek of Hebrews here; for it is likely the Son is addressed, ‘O God,
as in [Hebrews 1:8].”

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible agrees, stating, “The original...
may be thus translated: Therefore, O God, thy God hath anointed thee.
The form of speech is nearly the same with [sic] that in the preceding
verse [of Hebrews 1:8]...”
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Similarly Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible:

“Therefore God, even thy God. The word ‘even’ inserted here by the
translators [in the Authorized Version], weakens the force of the expres-
sion. This might be translated, ‘O God, thy God hath anointed thee’'...

“The Greek will bear this construction, as well [as] the Hebrew in
[Psalm 45:7] In the margin in [sic] the Psalm it is rendered ‘O God!
This is the most natural construction, as it accords with what is just
said before. ‘Thy throne, O God, is forever. Thou art just and holy,
therefore, O God, thy God hath anointed thee, etc.”

THE MIGHTY GOD

Also, in our free booklet, The Gospel of the Kingdom of God, we
make the following observation about Christ’s divinity and His role
in the future:

“The angel Gabriel quoted here [in Luke 1:30-35] in part from
Isaiah 9:6-7: ‘For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;
and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God..."”

So we see that Isaiah prophesied, under inspiration, that Jesus
Christ would be called the “Mighty God,” when He rules here on
earth. In Isaiah 10:21, we read that a remnant of Jacob will return to
the “Mighty God.”

There is still much additional proof for the biblical teaching that
Jesus Christ is God today. Christ is called the “image of God” (2 Cor-
inthians 4:3-4; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-3). Thomas calls the
resurrected Christ “My Lord and My God,” and Christ responds that
he believes now since he has seen Him (John 20:28-29). What did
Thomas believe? That Christ was his Lord and his GOD.

1 John 5:20 is another text showing that Jesus Christ is God. It says:
“And we know that the Son of God has come... and we are in Him who
is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.”

Some claim that the reference of “true God” refers here to the Fa-
ther, but as Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible points out, the grammatical
construction of the sentence favors the view that the reference is to
Christ. He continues to state:

“No doubt would have been ever entertained on this point, if it
had not been for the reluctance to admit that the Lord Jesus is the
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a category of people who receive the word but become unfruitful due
to the “cares of this world” (Matthew 13:22).

The Life Application Bible adds this thought regarding Matthew 8:22:
“As God's Son, Jesus did not hesitate to demand complete loyalty. Even
family loyalty was not to take priority over the demands of obedience.”

Nothing and no one must prevent us from following Christ and
obeying His Word. As those called and chosen by God, we are God's
Spirit-begotten children whose first and foremost responsibility is to
love GOD with all of our heart, might and soul. Christ said that no one
is “fit” for the Kingdom of God, who puts his hand to the plow and
looks back (Luke 9:62)—wanting to return to where he came from.

Christ showed the difference to His disciple who wanted to wait
until his father had died, before following Christ, by explaining that
the spiritual dead can take care of his father, including his brothers
and other family members who were apparently not being called at
that time.

Christ was not saying, of course, that the father should not be
buried when he died. He was talking about spiritually dead relatives
who would be in a position to take care of the funeral arrangements.
We were all, at one time, “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians
2:1), but God has made us “alive” in Jesus Christ (same verse), hav-
ing forgiven us all of our trespasses (Colossians 2:13). For those who
have been made spiritually alive, nothing must be more important
than to follow Christ wherever He goes and wants His followers to
go (Revelation 14:4).

John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible gives the following explana-
tion, when discussing the “dead” who can “bury their dead”:

“Our Lord is not to be understood, as speaking against, or disre-
spectfully of burying the dead; his words suppose it ought to be done:
only it was not proper, that this person should be concerned in it at
this time, who was called to an higher employment; and therefore
should leave this to be done by persons, whom it better became. And
however strange and odd such a phrase may sound in the ears of some,
of one dead man’s burying another, it was easily understood by a Jew;
with whom it is common to say... ‘that a sinner is counted as... dead,
and that ungodly persons, even while they are alive’,... are ‘called
dead’... And in this sense is the word used, in the former part of this
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be buried? Impossible. As it was the practice... to bury on the day of
death, it is not very likely that this disciple would have been here at
all if his father had just breathed his last; nor would the Lord, if He
was there, have hindered him discharging the last duties of a son to
a father. No doubt it was the common case of a son having a frail or
aged father, not [supposed] to live long...”

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible agrees, stating (in
regard to Luke 9:60):

“The excuse he made: ‘Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.
I have an aged father at home, who cannot live long, and will need
me while he does live; let me go and attend on him until he is dead,
and I have performed my last office of love to him, and then I will do
any thing!... It is a plausible excuse indeed: ‘Let me go and bury my
father, - let me take care of my family, and provide for my children,
and then I will think of serving Christ;" whereas the kingdom of God
and the righteousness thereof must be sought and minded in the first
place... Not that Christ would have his followers or his ministers to
be unnatural; our religion teaches us to be kind and good in every
relation, to show piety at home, and to requite our parents. But we
must not make these offices an excuse from our duty to God... This
disciple was called to be a minister, and therefore must not entangle
himself with the affairs of this world [2 Timothy 2:4].”

The Nelson Study Bible explains Matthew 8:21-22 as follows:

“This passage most likely describes a follower whose father was still
alive, because by Levitical law the man would not be out in public if
his father had just died. His father was aged. So the man wanted to go
to his home, wait for his father to die, and then follow Christ. Jesus’
answer means that we must never make excuses for refusing to follow
Him. There is no better time than the present.”

The same commentary makes the following comments to the
parallel account in Luke 9:59-60:

“This aspiring disciple placed family responsibilities ahead of fol-
lowing Jesus. The concerns of home were this man’s stumbling block. ..
Jesus emphasized that a disciple must have clear priorities. The call of
God should receive priority over everything else.”

Christ is teaching us that we are not to allow physical concerns to
prevent us from serving Him. In His parable of the sower, He addresses
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true God. If the assertion had been that ‘this is the true Messiah;” or
that ‘this is the Son of God;’ or that ‘this is he who was born of the
Virgin Mary, there would have been no difficulty in the construction.”

Barnes also makes this additional convincing argument:

”... this interpretation accords with what we are sure John would
affirm respecting the Lord Jesus Christ. Can there be any doubt that
he who said, ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God;’ that he who said, ‘all things were made
by him, and without him was not anything made that was made;’ that
he who recorded the declaration of the Saviour, ‘I and my Father are
one, and the declaration of Thomas, ‘my Lord and my God, would
apply to him the appellation ‘the true God!"...?”

The Bible is very dogmatic that Jesus Christ is God today! In fact,
this is an essential and salvational issue!
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Chapter 16
Let the Dead Bury the Dead!

Christ made the following, seemingly controversial statement in
Matthew 8:19-22:
“Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, ‘Teacher, [ will follow

You wherever You go!... Then another of His disciples said to Him,
‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father! But Jesus said to him, ‘Follow
Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.»”

CALLED INTO THE MINISTRY

The phraseology, “Follow Me,” indicates a calling into the ministry
(Matthew 4:19; 9:9; John 1:43).

The parallel passage in Luke 9:59-60 reveals more clearly that Christ
was calling this man into the ministry, challenging Him to “Follow
Me... [and to] go and preach the kingdom of God.”

Christ was not prohibiting this disciple from attending his father’s
funeral. The passage does not say that his father had died and needed
to be buried. We read in Luke 7:11-15 how Christ Himself showed
kindness to a mother during a funeral procession of her only son.

What Christ was addressing here was the desire of His disciple to
stay with his elderly father UNTIL he had died, rather than following
Christ’s invitation to become a minister and preach the gospel of the
Kingdom of God wherever he would be sent. This man tried to make
excuses for not following the call to the ministry at that moment in
time. He wanted to wait for a more “appropriate” time. As the early
apostles forsook everything they had in order to follow Christ, so this
disciple was challenged to do the same. But he refused.

FATHER HAD NOT DIED
The Commentary of Jamieson, Fausset and Brown points out:
“Was his father actually dead - lying a corpse - having only to
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law appointed the hands of the witnesses to be first upon the criminal,
and afterwards the hands of all the people, so that if they fly off, and
do not condemn her, the prosecution drops.”

DON’T CONTINUE SINNING

However, Christ admonished the woman not to continue sinning.
Even though Christ did not claim “civil authority,” He nevertheless
showed that He “regarded the action of which they accused her as sin”
(Barnes), and He commanded her to cease from sinning—especially
from the act of adultery.

If we apply Christ’s comments, that He was not “condemning” the
person, in a spiritual sense, we have to conclude that Christ forgave
the woman her sins. God forgives us upon true repentance (compare
Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30; 1 Kings 8:33-40). Christ, knowing our thoughts
and hearts (compare Luke 5:22), could and would have seen that the
woman before Him had deeply repented of her sin, and so Christ
forgave her. We find, in similar instances, that Christ forgave sins
upon repentance (compare Luke 7:36-50). At the same time, Christ
cautioned the woman caught in the act of adultery, not to return to
her former adulterous conduct (compare John 5:14).
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Chapter 3
Jesus Christ—the Man!

We have discussed in the previous two chapters that Jesus Christ
was God before He came to this earth, and that He is God today. From
this it follows that He was and had to be God—the “Immanuel” or
“God with us”—when He came to this earth during His First Coming.

As we saw in the last chapter, He confirmed this fact to the Jews at His
time, when He called Himself the “I am”—the Everlasting One—the
God of the Old Testament.

But in what way was He God when He was here on earth? The fact
that He was God since all eternity—with no beginning and uncreated—
has confused many who think that He was still “fully God”—as well
as “fully man”—when He came to this earth. Of course, one cannot be
fully something and fully something else, if these two characteristics
are incompatible. And indeed, being fully God and fully man would
be inconsistent.

What then, was Jesus Christ, when He came to this earth?

GOD BECAME FLESH

We discuss this question in much detail in our free booklet, Jesus
Christ—a Great Mystery. We recommend that you read the entire booklet,
especially pages 7-22 for the purpose of this chapter. Because of space
limitations, we can only quote here pertinent excerpts and highlights
that summarize the biblical understanding as to who and what Jesus
was when He was here on earth:

“Notice the clear revelation of this mystery in John 1:14: ‘And the
Word [the ‘Word' referring to Jesus Christ, Who in the beginning was
God and was with God the Father, John 1:1-2] BECAME flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth’...

“God clearly tells us that the Word—Jesus Christ—who was God
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before His human birth, BECAME flesh. Christ came in the flesh by
BECOMING flesh. This means that He became totally and fully flesh
and blood, like you and I! This is CRUCIAL for you to understand!
When Christ BECAME flesh, He was no longer Spirit. He was no longer
fully God, because He had become fully man!...

“When Mary became pregnant with Jesus, how did that happen?
We read that the Holy Spirit of God, the Father, came upon her—that
the power of God overshadowed her (Luke 1:35). From this we can
understand that through the Holy Spirit, God, the Father, changed
the all-powerful Spirit being, Jesus Christ, into a tiny physical human
sperm, fertilizing the egg in the womb of Mary, thus impregnating
her. The fetus grew within Mary’s womb like any other human fetus.
Jesus was born as a little baby like every other human baby. He was
fully flesh, just like you and I are fully flesh...”

GOD EMPTIED HIMSELF

The Bible teaches clearly that Jesus Christ—the God of the Old
Testament— “emptied” Himself and became a human being. We read
in Philippians 2:6-7, in the Revised Standard Version:

“|Jesus Christ]... though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped (better: retained), but emp-
tied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness
of men...”

The New International Version renders the phrase in verse 7 as fol-

"

lows: “...taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness...”

The New Jerusalem Bible leaves no doubt in its translation as to
what Jesus became:

“... he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming as
human beings are; and being in every way like a human being...”

In spite of these powerful words, most commentaries simply deny
what is being said here, and resort to some incredible “explanation”
as to what this passage allegedly means. Note these astonishing state-
ments by the Nelson Study Bible:

“This phrase can be translated ‘He emptied Himself’ Christ did this
by taking on the form of a servant, a mere man. In doing this, He did
not empty Himself of any part of His essence as God. Instead He gave
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nobody can claim to be without sin (1 John 1:8). Therefore, Christians
are not to participate, for instance as jurors, in the judicial systems of
this world. In addition, the Church today is not to carry out the death
penalty, either. Rather, the ministry is to preach today reconciliation
and eternal life (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).”

OLD TESTAMENT LAW

Under Old Testament law, both the adulteress AND the adulterer
had to be stoned (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22), if they had
been convicted based on the accusations of at least two witnesses
(Deuteronomy 17:6). In addition, the witnesses had to cast the first
stones (Deuteronomy 17:7). We can see from the foregoing that the
situation before Christ did not even come close to such a “trial” and
“conviction” and “sentencing,” as required by the law.

First, even though the woman was allegedly caught in the very act of
adultery, the accusers did not present the man. Secondly, when Christ
challenged them by pointing out their hypocrisy, they all disappeared,
and Christ and the woman were left without any accuser. No valid or
legal judgment was pronounced by any competent judge, and even if
it had been, the witnesses had disappeared so that the sentence could
not have been carried out.

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible states: “They had accused her, but
they had not proceeded to the act expressive of judicial condemnation.”

Based on all of these factors, Christ told the woman that He did
not condemn her to death either. Barnes elaborates:

“This is evidently to be taken in the sense of judicial condemna-
tion, or of passing sentence as a magistrate, for this was what they had
arraigned her for. It was not to obtain his opinion about adultery, but
to obtain the condemnation of the woman. As he claimed no civil
authority, he said that he did not exercise it, and should not condemn
her to die.”

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible adds the following thoughts:
“It would have been strange if Jesus, when he was not a magistrate,
and had not the witnesses before him to examine them, and when
she had not been tried and condemned by the law and legal judges,
should have taken upon him to condemn her.”

Compare also Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: “The
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Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible points out:

“Had our Lord condemned the woman to death, they might have
accused him to Pilate, as arrogating to himself the power of life and
death, which the Romans had taken away from the Jews [compare
John 18:31]; besides, the Roman laws did not condemn an adulteress
to be put to death. On the other hand, if he had said she should not
be put to death, they might have represented him to the people as
one who decided contrary to the law, and favored the crime of which
the woman was accused.”

AFFAIRS OF THIS WORLD

We also need to keep in mind that Christ had not come in the flesh
to condemn or destroy, but to save human life (compare Luke 9:56). It
was simply not His purpose to get involved in the affairs of this world.
For instance, He refused to become a judge or an arbitrator over those
who fought over their inheritance (compare Luke 12:13-14).

John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible points out:

“Christ came not into the world to act the part of a civil magistrate,
and therefore refused to arbitrate a case, or be concerned in dividing
an inheritance... Nor did he come into the world to condemn it, but
that the world, through him, might be saved [John 3:17]...”

Christ expects this same kind of approach and conduct from His
disciples today. He told Pilate that none of His servants would fight to
prevent His murder—including His angels and His disciples—as His
Kingdom was not (and still is not) of this world (John 18:36). That is
one reason why Christ’s disciples are opposed to joining the military
or voting in governmental elections or serving on a jury.

Note that we as Christians, who live under the conditions of the
New Covenant, are NOT to carry out or participate in any way in the
execution of criminals. As we explain in our free booklet, And Lawless-
ness Will Abound:

“God gave Israel certain national laws, for instance in Deuteronomy
16 and 17, dealing with the punishment and, in certain cases, the
execution of criminals. Converted Christians are servants of the New
Covenant, which gives life (2 Corinthians 3:6). They are not to judge
or condemn another person. Christ said that he who is without sin
may cast the first stone (John 8:7). At the same time, we are told that
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up His privileges as God and took upon Himself existence as a man.
While remaining completely God, He became completely human.”

This is utter nonsense. As mentioned, you cannot be completely
something and be completely the exact opposite at the same time.

The Bible is very clear that Christ emptied Himself of existing as a
Spirit Being, and He emptied Himself of the glory that He had before
the world was (compare John 17:5). He BECAME a human being. He
was no longer “completely” or “fully” God—rather, He had become
“completely” or “fully” man.

We read, for instance, that man—flesh and blood—cannot in-
herit the Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 15:50). We also read that
we must be born again in order to enter the Kingdom of God (John
3:5), and that flesh and blood cannot even see the Kingdom of God
(John 3:3). In order to be IN the Kingdom of God, one must BE Spirit
(John 3:6). Jesus came in the flesh; He WAS flesh when He was here
on earth. He became born again at the time of His resurrection as a
Spirit Being—no longer flesh and blood—and it was THEN that He
entered the Kingdom or Family of God as a glorified Spirit Being. He
was NOT (yet) in the Kingdom of God when He was here on earth as
a man. It is true that some of His disciples saw Him on the mount of
transfiguration as a glorified Being in the Kingdom of God—together
with a glorified Moses and a glorified Elijah—but that was in a vision,
picturing what would occur in the future.

THE FATHER’S SPIRIT WITHOUT MEASURE

We continue quoting from our free booklet, Jesus Christ—a Great
Moystery:

“Christ had God’s Holy Spirit dwelling within Him... He had
God's Spirit without measure or limit—given at conception—which
is how He was able to overcome sin in the flesh... Jesus said that He
could do nothing of Himself (John 5:19, 30). When in the Garden
of Gethsemane, He prayed to God, the Father, for strength and God
sent an angel to strengthen Him. He knew that the Father could do
everything and that nothing was impossible for the Father (Luke
22:40-46; Matthew 26:39-42)..."

He healed the sick through the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 5:17;
6:19; 8:46)—not His power, but the power of the Father’s Spirit in
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Him. Christ said that of Himself, He could do nothing (John 5:19).
It was the Spirit of God the Father dwelling in Christ without measure
or limitation, which gave Him the power to perform miracles. Acts
10:38 reads: “God [the Father] anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power who went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God [the Father]| was with
Him.” We also read that God the Father was in Christ [through the
Holy Spirit] during His suffering (2 Corinthians 5:19), giving Him
the strength to endure.

FULLY MAN

To continue with our free booklet, Jesus Christ—a Great Mystery:

“It was absolutely NECESSARY for Christ to become FULLY MAN,
because only in that way could He become the Savior of man. Notice
this in 1 Corinthians 15:21: ‘For since by man came death, by Man
also came the resurrection of the dead.... We read that Christ was
DEAD. HE HIMSELF had died—the person that He was—the Son of
God Who had become Man. Revelation 1:18 confirms that HE was
dead, not just a part of Him...

“Philippians 2:8 adds that 'He humbled himself and became obe-
dient to the point of DEATH, even the death of the cross! ... Romans
14:9 adds: ‘For to this end Christ DIED and rose and LIVED AGAIN,
that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living!...

“Hebrews 2:9 teaches very powerfully that Christ died just as all
humans die. In fact, He HAD to die that way in order to "...taste death
for everyone We read: ‘But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and
honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone’

“The only way that Christ—who had been GOD since all eter-
nity—could die, was to become flesh. When He became flesh, He was
totally human!... When Christ became flesh, He gave up all of His
divine attributes and powers. Simply put, He became a man so that He
could die! He was no longer a Spirit being, He was no longer God as
we think of God, since God, a Spirit being, cannot die (compare Luke
20:35-36; Isaiah 57:15; 1 Timothy 6:16; 1 Timothy 1:17)...

“Christ became flesh so that He could overcome sin in the flesh.
He had to prove that it is possible for man, with the help of God’s
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Chapter 15
Stoning the Woman Caught in Adultery?

Why did Jesus refuse to stone the woman who had been caught in
adultery? Did He thereby violate the Law of God?

John 8:3-11 reads, in context (emphasis added):

“Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught
in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him,
‘Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, IN THE VERY ACT. Now
Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But
what do You say?’ This they said, TESTING HIM, THAT THEY MIGHT
HAVE SOMETHING OF WHICH TO ACCUSE HIM. But Jesus stooped
down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not
hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and
said to them, ‘He who is without sin among you, let him throw a
stone at her first’ [better: let Him throw THE first stone’]. And again
He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it,
BEING CONVICTED BY THEIR CONSCIENCE, went out one by one,
beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had raised Himself
up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, ‘Woman, where
are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?’ She said,
‘No one, Lord’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go
and sin no more.”

JESUS DID NOT DESTROY THE LAW

We need to understand that Jesus did NOT come to destroy the law
(Matthew 5:17-20). He did not come to declare that the Ten Com-
mandments were obsolete and that adultery was no longer a sin. At
the same time, the passage in John 8 points out that the scribes and
Pharisees came to test or tempt Him, so that they could accuse Him.
In what way was this a test?
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they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way
of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God
for what had been done.”

In this instance, they defied the secular authorities so that they
could do the Will of God and no punishment was forthcoming.
Shortly thereafter, in order to follow God’s command, which had
been communicated to them by an angel, they again had to disobey
the secular authorities and were severely punished as a consequence
(Acts 5:17-32, 40). But in spite of their punishment and the ongoing
threats of the government, the apostles defied the order of the civil
counsel, “rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
His name” (verse 41). And they continued to disobey the orders of
the government while obeying God's explicit instructions (verse 42).

In short, our submission to governing authorities does not mean
uncritical obedience, as our highest authority is God. Laws that are
contrary to the law of God must not be obeyed, but in such situations
we must be willing to accept the consequences of our actions and
submit to the penalties inflicted upon us, without resorting to violent
civil disobedience.
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Holy Spirit within him, to overcome sin!...

“Christ was tempted in all points, as we are, but He stayed sinless
(Hebrews 4:15, ‘[He] was in all points tempted as we are, yet without
sin/). He overcame sin in the flesh, resisting temptation (Revelation
3:21). God, a powerful perfect Spirit being—cannot be tempted (com-
pare James 1:13). But we read that Christ WAS tempted. This proves
that He was not the all-powerful perfect Spirit being when He was here
on this earth that He HAD been prior to His birth as a human being...

“Romans 8:3 tells us: ‘For what the law could not do in that it was
weak through the flesh [human beings, all by themselves, without
God's Spirit dwelling in them, are too weak to keep the law], God did
by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of
sin: He condemned sin in the flesh! In other words, He OVERCAME
SIN as a human being.

“... why, then, do we read that Christ would be called ITmmanuel,
which means, ‘God with us’ (Matthew 1:23)?...

“Christ had been an immortal God being. He was changed into a
human being, but He was still the same personage He had been since
all eternity. Christ, who became human, was still the personage He
had always been. He was still the one who had previously met with
Abraham, the one who created Adam and Eve, and the one who spoke
to Moses face-to-face. He lived as a human being—growing as chil-
dren do, developing into a young man, and then becoming a rabbi,
or teacher, in Judah. But He was still the same individual that He had
always been. He had been an immortal God being and He knew that
He would become an immortal God being again, subject to qualifying
by being and remaining sinless... Christ, when He was here on earth,
was, quite literally, Immanuel, or, ‘God with us!...

“Christ was God Eternal, who BECAME man, so that man COULD
ultimately become God! Christ was tempted, He suffered, and He
died as a man.

“Who IS Christ now? Christ is God. Christ, the man, was resurrected
by God, the Father, as the mighty and powerful God being that He had
always been before His days in the flesh. He is now the mighty God
for whom we wait to bring us redemption, salvation, and eternal life
in the very Kingdom of God (Titus 2:11-14)!
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And so we can see that Christ had the authority for His actions
and He spoke with authority. We should also take note of the fact that
Jesus drove out the money changers twice—at the beginning (John
2:13-17) and towards the end of His human ministry (Mark 11:15-18;
Matthew 21:12-13).

VIOLENT CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE?

But what about us? Does that give us the right to fight against the
authorities today if we consider it necessary and feel that such action
is justified?

In Romans 13, we see that we are to be subject to the powers that
be, to man's laws, which is our commitment to an orderly society, as
long as there is no conflict with the law of God. Verses 1 and 2 state that
“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed
by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance
of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.”

As Jesus Himself taught, we are to render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s (compare Matthew
22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26), thus showing that He was
subject to man’s law so long as there was no conflict with God’s law.
And that applies to us today.

In Titus 3:1 Titus is instructed by Paul to “Remind them to be subject
to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work.”

In 1 Peter 2:13-17, the same principle is repeated: “Therefore submit
yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to
the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him
for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do
good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men - as free, yet not using liberty as
a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. Honor all people. Love
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.”

In Acts 4:18, Peter and John were “commanded... not to speak at
all nor teach in the name of Jesus.” But in verses 19-21 we read: “But
Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the
sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For we
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. So when
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human authority, of course; as the Son of God, He represented God
the Father who was the Owner of the Temple.

Did the authorities try and put a stop to this action that Jesus
took? Even though the Jews asked for “signs” or “proof” that He was
allowed to do this (John 2:18), they were afraid to stop Jesus because
they knew that the law of God was on His side.

The New Bible Commentary observes that “He (Jesus) visits the Temple
and finds that within the sacred enclosure in the court of the Gentiles
a market has been established for the sale of animals required for the
sacrifices. The money changers sit there changing Roman currency
into Jewish. Jesus is stirred in His soul and is moved with flaming
indignation at such profanation of the temple of God. The wrath of
the Lamb is a reality.”

We read the following in the KJV Commentary: “Christ found in the
court of the Gentiles a terrible scene. The Sanhedrin was permitting
the selling of sacrificial animals at exorbitant prices and permitting
the changing of foreign currency into Jewish money, which was re-
quired for the temple tax. Christ makes a whip and drives out both the
animals and the wicked merchants. [We might want to interject here
that Christ only beats the animals, not the people, compare chapter 11
of this booklet] He overturns the tables and scatters the coins across
the floor. He commands the dove owners, Take these things hence.
Christ then justifies this striking action, make not my Father’s house
an house of merchandise (Malachi 3:1-3). Again, the failure of Juda-
ism is emphasized. The disciples recall that this is the fulfillment of
prophecy (Psalm 69:9). In verse 18, the Jews, who have been shocked
by the action of Christ, demand a sign to substantiate His authority
and conduct. However, this was a ridiculous request since the cleans-
ing in itself was a sign (Malachi 3:1-3).”

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible has this to say about
Christ’s actions: “... he did it without the resistance of any of his enemies,
either the market-people themselves, or the chief priests that gave them
their licences, and had the posse templi—temple force, at their com-
mand. But the corruption was too plain to be justified; sinners’ own
consciences are reformers’ best friends; yet that was not all, there was a
divine power put forth herein, a power over the spirits of men; and in
this non-resistance of theirs that scripture was fulfilled (Mal. 3:2, 3)...”
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Chapter 4
How God Became a Man

Some doubt that Christ became human at all. Others believe that
He was fully God and fully man when He was here on earth. Then
there are those who teach that while the “human form” of Jesus was
here on earth, the “Son of God” was still in heaven. They believe that
when Jesus “died,” the Son of God continued to live.

None of these concepts are correct. As we explained in the previ-
ous chapter, the Word or the “Logos”; that is, the Son of God—Jesus
Christ—BECAME flesh. When He was changed into flesh, divesting
Himself of His divinity and laying aside His divine attributes and
glory, He ceased to exist as an immortal Spirit Being. Rather, He BE-
CAME—was CHANGED INTO—flesh.

How did this happen?

We read that Christ existed since all eternity. There was never a
time when He did not exist. He was always the second Member of the
God Family, which always existed as two immortal God Beings—God
the Father and the Son. But Christ, who was slain from the beginning
of the world, BECAME a human being—consisting fully of flesh—so
that He could overcome sin in the flesh and DIE. When He became
a man, He ceased to exist as a Spirit Being. When He died, He ceased
to live—He did not continue to live, while in the grave for three days
and three nights.

God the Father resurrected Him from the dead as an immortal Spirit
Being, with the glory that He had before He became flesh.

God is Spirit, and so Jesus Christ, before He became a man, was
Spirit because Christ was God (John 1:1). The Holy Spirit is not a
Person, but the power and mind of God, flowing from God. As long as
Christ was a God Being, His Holy Spirit flowed from Him, as it did and
does from God the Father. But in order to bestow the Holy Spirit on
others, one has to be a glorified God Being (compare John 7:37-39).
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When Jesus became a human being, He no longer had the Holy Spirit
on His own. Rather, it was the FATHER, who lived in Christ through
HIS—the Father's—Holy Spirit. It was the Father’s Holy Spirit of power,
which dwelled in Christ from His human inception without measure.

When Christ became a human being, the Father changed the im-
mortal Spirit Being—Jesus Christ—into a mortal human being, thereby
also becoming the Father of the HUMAN being Jesus Christ. Later, the
Father “reversed” the process by changing the human being—Jesus
Christ—back into an immortal Spirit Being.

How did the Father accomplish the change from Spirit to flesh
in the Person of Jesus? Actually, this had to be an extremely unique
and awesome accomplishment, so that Jesus became the “ONLY-SO-
begotten” Son of the Father (This phraseology, “only-so-begotten,”
will be explained in the next chapter.)

First, we read that Mary was found pregnant through the power of
the Holy Spirit. It was the power of God the Father who impregnated
Mary with Jesus. To put it bluntly, from all the biblical evidence avail-
able to us, Jesus was changed into and became a sperm in the womb
of Mary. Mary’s ovum was thus fertilized, as every human baby comes
into existence through the fertilization of a female egg through a male
sperm. In Jesus’ case, however, the sperm was not from a human father,
but it was the result of a change from immortal to mortal, through
the power of God the Father’s Holy Spirit.

SPIRIT IN MAN

When a human being is conceived in the womb of his or her mother,
God gives that tiny little fetus a spirit—called the spirit in man. We do
not know, exactly, how this is done—whether through an individual
miraculous action and intervention on God's part, or whether through
an automatic “mechanism” and “procedure” which is somehow attached
to or incorporated in the male sperm and brought into motion at the
time of conception. In any event, this human spirit did not exist before
in its individual “capacity”—we read that God “forms” or “creates” it
in man (Zechariah 12:1), apparently at the time of conception. That
individual human spirit, which is apparently created and comes into
existence at the moment of conception, does of course not have any
“memory” of anything prior to its “creation” in the human fetus. (For
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Chapter 14
Driving the Money Changers Out of the Temple

It is not largely understood why Jesus acted toward the money
changers in the way that He did. Let us read John 2:13-16:

“Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up
to Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the money changers doing business. When He
had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with
the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and
overturned the tables. And He said to those who sold doves, ‘Take these

1"

things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise

AUTHORITY

Christ spoke with authority! It is obvious from other passages that
Jesus, who was recognized as a Rabbi, had authority. In John 3:1-2 we
read: “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of
the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we
know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these
signs that You do unless God is with him.” Here Nicodemus addressed
Jesus as Rabbi which is translated “Teacher” (compare Young's Analyti-
cal Concordance to the Bible) or “Master” (which is an official title of
honor—compare Strong’s Hebrew & Greek Dictionaries).

Therefore, even within the Jewish establishment, Jesus was not just
some ordinary Jew of that time who was taking things into His own
hands, but He was someone who had the right to exercise authority in
the Temple, which was their place of worship. We note in Luke 4:16-19
that Jesus “went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up
to read” which shows that He did have authority to take such action.

When Jesus drove out the money changers, He was driving out
all of the commercialism and business that had permeated a place
of worship—and He had the authority to take such action! Not only
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more information on the Spirit in man, please read our free booklet,
The Theory of Evolution—A Fairy Tale for Adults?)

It appears that this concept applies to Christ as well. When God
the Father placed in Christ the HUMAN spirit at the time of His con-
ception in the womb of Mary, it did not carry with it any memory of
Christ’s prior life as a God Being—as the HUMAN spirit of Christ did
not exist prior to Christ’s change into a mortal human being.

HOLY SPIRIT OF THE FATHER

At the same time, we read that Christ, when He was a man, clearly
recalled His preexistence. We do not know exactly when Christ began
to “remember,” but it appears that His memory came to Him, gradu-
ally, through the indwelling Holy Spirit of God the Father (compare,
for example, Luke 10:18).

This conclusion is based on the fact that Christ told His disciples
that the Holy Spirit would remind them of the things which He had
told them. In the same way, it stands to reason that the Spirit of God
the Father reminded Christ of prior events in His Life as a God Being.

When a human being dies, his human spirit returns to God who
gave it (Ecclesiastes 12:7). It is stored in heaven to be used for the
purpose of a later resurrection of the person, as it retained everything
of the person, including his outward appearance, thoughts, memories,
experiences and actions in his life prior to death (See our booklet, The
Theory of Evolution—a Fairy Tale for Adults?). But the spirit in man is
not a person, and neither is the Holy Spirit.

When a person becomes converted and is properly baptized, he will
receive from God the Holy Spirit, thereby giving him divine nature,
potentially leading to immortal divine life at the time of his resurrec-
tion. When that converted person dies, both his human spirit and his
Holy Spirit return to God, and are retained in heaven, until the time
of his resurrection to an immortal spirit being.

The same happened at the time of Christ’s death. His human spirit,
together with God the Father’s Holy Spirit, returned to God, and after
three days and three nights in the grave, God the Father resurrected
Christ from the dead as an immortal glorified God Being, using the
spirit in man and the Father’s Holy Spirit to create a spiritual body with
all physical and spiritual memories, thoughts and accomplishments.
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But in the case of Christ, even more had to be involved.

CHRIST’S SPIRIT

Returning to our discussion on Christ’s physical birth, recall that we
said that Christ was changed from spiritual to physical. He willingly
gave up His glory and laid aside His divine attributes. The question
arises as to what occurred at that moment to His Holy Spirit. As a God
Being, He had the Holy Spirit on His own, but He did not have it on
its own when He was human.

Three arguable possibilities might be discussed.

First, His Holy Spirit simply ceased to exist. This possibility must
be ruled out. God’s Holy Spirit does not simply cease to exist. For
example, in the parable of the unprofitable servant, God takes back
from him that which had been given to him—the Holy Spirit—to
bestow it on someone else.

Another possibility could be that Christ’s Holy Spirit changed into
something mortal—the human spirit perhaps—when Christ changed
into a human sperm. But there is really not much evidentiary basis for
that conclusion, especially if considering the following third possibil-
ity, which is in harmony with God'’s usual course of action.

The third possibility is that Christ's Holy Spirit stayed with God
the Father in heaven—clearly NOT as a self-conscious entity, and most
assuredly NOT as the Son of God—but as God retains in heaven his
human spirit after a converted person’s death, together with the Holy
Spirit given to and residing in that person, so it appears that when
Christ became a human being, the Father “retained” Christ’s Holy
Spirit in heaven, which Christ “laid aside.”

Subsequently, when Christ died and His human spirit and the
Holy Spirit of the Father (which dwelt in the human Christ without
measure) returned to the Father in heaven, both the Father’s Holy
Spirit and the Spirit of Christ (retained in heaven) would have com-
bined or “merged.”

When the Father resurrected Christ from the dead, He would have
done so by (1) using Christ’s human spirit, as well as (2) the Father's
Spirit, which had dwelt in Christ without measure and (3) Christ’s
Spirit which had been retained in heaven. But it was still the FATHER
who resurrected Christ through the power of HIS Spirit.
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Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39)—that is, Christ could have only married
a converted Christian.

But Mary Magdalene was not converted, nor does the Bible men-
tion that there were any converted single female followers of Christ
who would have been spiritually eligible for a marriage with Christ.
For that reason alone, He had to stay single.
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marriage duties (1 Corinthians 7:5). The last category describes those
who have voluntarily chosen to refrain from getting married in order
to fulfill certain responsibilities in preparation for the establishment
of the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist belonged to that category,
and so did Paul after his conversion (it appears that he might have
been married before, but that his wife died prior to his conversion).

The same is true for Jesus. He knew about His end at a young age,
causing hardship on a young woman that could have been avoided
by not marrying in the first place. Christ would have more than likely
been too busy to attend to a physical family. And as Paul points out
in 1 Corinthians 7:32, 35, it is sometimes easier to accomplish this
without the distractions of family life.

As mentioned, if Jesus had been married to Mary Magdalene, He
would have most certainly said something before His death about her
future, as He did regarding His mother. To ask John to look after His
mother, but to totally ignore His wife would appear incomprehensible.

UNCONVERTED

There is another reason why Christ could not have been married
when He was here on earth. At that time, beginning with His concep-
tion and birth and leading to His death, no one became converted
(John 7:38-39). It is true that John the Baptist had received the Holy
Spirit at the time of his conception, but this occurred six months prior
to the conception of Jesus.

As we point out in chapter 3 of our free booklet, Jesus Christ—A
Great Mystery!, not even Mary or Jesus’ half-brothers and -sisters initially
became converted. None of His male and female disciples, included
the Apostles, became converted until after His resurrection. The Bible
does not mention that during Christ’s lifetime as a human being, any
converted single young woman existed.

Christ’s mother Mary and at least some of His relatives, as well as
His male and female disciples, became converted and received the
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, in 31 AD, after Christ’s ascension
to heaven. This means that Mary Magdalene, who had been possessed
at one time by seven demons (Luke 8:2; Mark 16:9), was not con-
verted during Jesus’ human existence, and to marry her would have
been in violation of the command, to “only” marry someone “in the
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To repeat, neither the Holy Spirit nor the spirit in man are self-
conscious entities or persons. When Christ died, He was dead. There
was no consciousness in Him, nor did God the Father's Holy Spirit
that had dwelt in Christ continue to “live” with consciousness while
Christ was in the grave.

Likewise, Christ’'s Holy Spirit that was retained by God the Father in
heaven while Jesus lived on earth did not have any self-consciousness.
But one can clearly see how the FALSE concept of a conscious immortal
soul which keeps on living after a person dies could have entered the
confused mind of man, as well as the FALSE concept that the Son of
God continued to exist as a conscious Being in heaven, while the man
Jesus lived on earth.

Today, as both God the Father and Jesus Christ are immortal glori-
fied God Beings, both the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit of Christ
dwell in a converted Christian. We read that there is ONE Spirit (1
Corinthians 12:4), in the sense that both the Father and Christ are
totally UNIFIED. And we also read that true Christians are to be ONE
(John 17:11) or unified, AS God the Father and the Son are ONE (John
17:22) or unified.
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Chapter 13
Was Jesus Married?

There is no statement in the Bible that says or even implies that

Jesus was married. However, we find many biblical references revealing
that other famous people in the Bible were married. We read about
Abraham'’s wife Sarah; Isaac’s wife Rebekah; Jacob’s wives Leah and
Rachel; Joseph's wife in Egypt; Moses’ wife Zipporah; David’s wives;
and other wives of Old Testament prophets.

In the New Testament, we read in 1 Corinthians 9:5 that other
apostles as well as Jesus’ half-brothers had [believing] wives who traveled
with them. Matthew 8:14 also mentions Peter’s wife in passing, and
it is later revealed that Peter or Cephas took his wife with him on his
missionary journeys (1 Corinthians 9:5 in connection with John 1:42).

Toward the end of His crucifixion, Jesus asked John to look after
His mother (John 19:26-27), but He does not say anything about a
wife or a child. This would be strange if He was married and especially
if Mary Magdalene was His wife, as some claim, since she also stood
at the cross (John 19:25).

The fanciful idea that Jesus was married and that Mary Magdalene
was His wife was totally unknown in the early church. When reading
about Mary Magdalene’s reported behavior after Christ’s crucifixion,
death and resurrection, as well as Christ’s interaction with her, the idea
that she had been married to Jesus must be totally rejected.

EUNUCHS

In Matthew 19:12, Christ speaks about three categories of people
who do not marry—those who are born eunuchs; those who were
made eunuchs by men; and those who have made themselves eunuchs
for the Kingdom of God's sake.

The first two groups refer to those who are born with birth defects or
who were castrated by men, rendering them incapable of fulfilling their
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It is true, that ultimately (as explained in our aforementioned
booklet), at least three of Christ’s four brothers came to the faith
(James, Simeon and Jude, who wrote the letter of Jude). Perhaps Jose
or Joseph became converted, too. We are also informed that James
became a very influential leader in the early Church, and that he wrote
the letter of James. But that happened LATER. Before then, Christ’s
brothers were unbelieving and hostile toward Christ (compare John
7:5). They might have been envious and even perhaps hateful toward
Him. He referred to them as enemies within His own household—be-
ing without honor in His own home.

At the time of the crucifixion, Christ knew that Mary did not need
to experience further agony from her own family. It was more than
enough that she had to observe the brutal death of her beloved Son—
feeling the sword piercing through her own soul also (Luke 2:35).
Christ, in His wisdom and foresight, entrusted His mother to the care
of John, knowing that he would be able to provide both physically and
spiritually what Mary needed the most at that difficult time in her life.

As explained in our aforementioned booklet, tradition tells us that
James, after his conversion and leadership role in the early church
in Jerusalem, experienced a violent death in his faithful service to
Christ. IF Mary was still alive by that time, a further transition of care
for her would have been necessary. Christ, foreseeing this, entrusted
the care of His mother to John, knowing that John would die long
AFTER Mary would die.
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Chapter 5
Jesus— The “Only-So-Begotten” Son of God

In the last chapter, we mentioned that Jesus Christ was the “only-SO-

begotten” Son of God. However, technically, Jesus Christ is referred to,
in English translations of the Bible, as the “only begotten” Son of God.

THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON

We read in John 1:17-18:

“For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only be-
gotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”

This passage addresses the fact that Jesus Christ came to reveal the
Father and the spiritual intent of the law, and that He made forgive-
ness of sin possible. He is referred to as the “only begotten Son” (as
mentioned previously, some translate, the only begotten “God”), be-
ing in the “bosom” of God the Father, thereby showing the intimate
and close relationship between the two members of the God Family.

In John 3:16, a similar statement is made:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

We can only obtain salvation and eternal life through Jesus Christ—
the “only begotten Son”—and as one initial step, we must believe in
His Sacrifice. But His death does not save us; we will be saved by His
Life (Romans 5:10), which He lives in us through the Holy Spirit.

And so, we read in 1 John 4:9:

“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent
His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.”

BEGOTTEN SONS AND DAUGHTERS
On the other hand, converted Christians are also referred to as God’s
begotten sons and daughters and His begotten children (see our free
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booklet, Are You Already Born Again?); and Christ is called the firstborn
among many brethren. When we receive God’s Holy Spirit, we are
begotten children of God (1 Peter 1:1-3); and when we are changed
to immortal Spirit beings at the time of Christ’s return, we become
God’s born again children. Likewise, when Jesus Christ was resurrected
from the dead, He became the first-BORN Son of God.

We read in John 1:12-13:

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name; who were born
[begotten], not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.”

But God must call us; it has nothing to do with our will to be called.
And when we respond and “receive” the truth, we can become begotten
children of God at the time of our baptism, when we receive the Holy
Spirit. In the passage above, the term “begotten” should be used. The
Greek word is “gennao” and can mean “begotten” or “born,” and it
can even describe the process from begettal to birth.

In Galatians 4:4-7, this development is further explained:

“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption [better, “sonship”]
as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!” Therefore you are
no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.”

Christ never sinned. He became a Man—fully flesh—to overcome
sin in the flesh and to die for us, paying the penalty for our sins. We
were under the law—its penalty—and so He was placed under the
penalty of the law to make our redemption possible. We can receive
God'’s Holy Spirit and become sons and daughters of God—first begot-
ten children and finally born again children. The term “adoption” is an
incorrect rendering; the better translation is “sonship.”

Paul elaborates in Romans 8:14-23:

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption [better: sonship] by whom [which]
we cry out, ‘Abba, Father’ The Spirit [itself] bears witness with our
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willing to do—and that he would do so from the very moment (or
the “same hour”) of His death.

So even though the Bible does not specifically and expressly say why
Jesus chose John, there are several important hints. Most commentar-
ies show an understanding that Jesus HAD brothers and sisters, and
they also give plausible explanations, based on Scripture, as to WHY
Christ entrusted His mother to His beloved disciple who BELIEVED
in Him—rather than to one of His brothers who did NOT believe in
Him at that time of His death.

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible points out, in John 19:26,
that Jesus said, in effect:

... take that disciple whom my power shall preserve from evil for
thy son; and, while he considers thee as his mother, account him for
thy child! It is probable that it was because the keeping of [Mary] was
entrusted to him that he was the only disciple of our Lord who died
a natural death, God having preserved him for the sake of the person
whom he gave him in charge... It is very likely that Joseph was dead
previously to this.”

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible elaborates, as follows:

“This was an honour put upon John, and a testimony both to his
prudence and to his fidelity. If he who knows all things had not known
that John loved him, he would not have made him his mother’s guard-
ian. It is a great honour to be employed for Christ, and to be entrusted
with any of his interest in the world... It would be a care and some
charge to John; but he cheerfully accepted it, and took her to his own
home, not objecting [to] the trouble nor expense, nor his obligations
to his own family, nor the ill-will he might contract by it... [Some
commentaries say| that she lived to remove with him to Ephesus.”

Both tradition and historical records report that John was later ac-
companied on his missionary travels by an elderly woman, who—it
is felt—was none other than Mary, the mother of Jesus.

We might also add that John had more writing to do. At least five
writings of his have been preserved and are part of the Holy Scriptures.
He wrote the “gospel of John” (of which Mary was undoubtedly a
good source of information), three letters (1 John; 2 John; and 3 John)
and finally the last book of the Bible—the book of Revelation, while
banished to the isle of Patmos.
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does not teach that Mary stayed a virgin for the rest of her life. We read
in Matthew 1:25 that Joseph ‘did not know her till she had brought
forth her firstborn Son’ The word "till’ or ‘until’ signifies that after the
birth of Jesus, Joseph DID ‘know her, that is, he did have a sexual
relationship with her...

“The Jews knew that Jesus was not the only son of Mary. They knew
very well that Jesus had brothers and sisters. We read the account in
Matthew 13:53-56: ‘Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished
these parables, that He departed from there. When He had come to
His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they
were astonished and said, “Where did this Man get this wisdom and
these mighty works? Is this not the carpenter’s Son? Is not His mother
called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? And
His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all
these things?”’...

“Some teach that Christ’s ‘brothers’ were in fact Christ’s cousins. ..
The word for brother is ‘adelphos! This Greek word is used in Matthew
1:2 and 4:21, clearly referring to literal brothers. The word for cousin
is ‘exadelphos, meaning ‘from brothers! When the Jews pointed out in
Matthew 13 that Christ’s brothers were with them, they used the word
‘adelphos, not the word ‘exadelphos’

“Some propose that the brothers and sisters mentioned in Matthew
13 were Christ’s spiritual brothers and sisters, not His physical siblings.
But... the Bible makes a clear distinction between Christ’s physical
brothers and His spiritual brothers. In addition... Christ’'s physical
relatives did not believe in Him and so they could not possibly have
been referred to as Christ’s spiritual brothers and sisters.”

Why, then, did Jesus ask John, rather than His brother James, to
take care of Mary?

UNBELIEVING RELATIVES

One thing we need to realize is that at the time of Jesus’ death,
none of His brothers believed in Him. Also, John was the ONLY dis-
ciple who stayed with Christ until He died—showing His dedication
and bravery and the intimate relationship between Christ and His
disciple whom He loved. Christ KNEW that John would take care of
His mother—more than His half-brothers would have been able or
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spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him,
that we may also be glorified together... For the earnest expectation
of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God...
because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God... we who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit [are] eagerly waiting for the adoption
[sonship], the redemption of our body.”

As converted Christians in whom God’s Spirit dwells, we are begotten
sons and daughters of God. We have already obtained sonship—we are
already God's (begotten) sons. But when we are changed into Spirit
Beings, we will obtain the full sonship of immortal born again God
Beings in God’s Family, as we are told in 1 John 3:1-2.

THE ONLY SO BEGOTTEN SON

There is a fundamental difference between Jesus Christ, the “only”
begotten Son of God, and converted Christians, who are also called
begotten sons of God. Christ has always existed; there was never a
time when He did not exist. Since all eternity, He was the second
member of the God Family—the Word or Logos, the Spokesman of
God the Father, as John 1:1 explains. He was always the Son, as God
was always the Father.

But when Christ became a human being as the “only begotten” of
the Father (John 1:14), He became a BEGOTTEN Son of God IN THE
FLESH. While we—flesh and blood human beings—become begotten
children of God through the gift of the Holy Spirit in us, Christ—the
immortal God being—became FLESH and the begotten Son of God
through the miracle of transformation from Spirit to flesh. He was
the ONLY Personage who was EVER begotten in this way, and in that
sense, He was the only SO begotten Son of God. We also read that
since His conception as a human being in Mary’s womb, He had God
the Father’s Holy Spirit within Him without measure.

MIRACULOUS TRANSFORMATION

Notice how Christ’s miraculous transformation and begettal took
place.

We read in Matthew 1:18-25:
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“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit... an angel of the Lord appeared
to [Joseph] in a dream, saying, '...that which is conceived [literally:
begotten| in [Mary] is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a
Son, and you shall call His name JESUS [Savior], for He will SAVE His
people from their sins. So all this was done that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Behold,
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with us!”

A parallel account of the announcement of the virgin birth can be
found in Luke 1:26-38. Notice especially the angel’s statement in verses
31-32, 35: “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring
forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Highest... The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore,
also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”

No other human being was conceived and begotten in this way,
and therefore, Christ IS the only begotten Son of God in that sense.
But Christ is also the firstborn among many brethren, and converted
Christians are also begotten sons of God. To emphasize the distinction
between Christ’s “begettal” and our “begettal,” we referred to Christ
as the only SO begotten Son of God, indicating that while others will
also be called begotten sons of God, their “begettal” does not occur
in the same way and does not describe the same process as Christ’s
begettal did.
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Chapter 12
“Behold Your Mother!”

When Christ was dying on the cross, He asked John to take care

of His mother Mary. Some have concluded that Jesus was Mary’s only
child, and that He therefore asked John to take care of His mother
after His death, as there was nobody else in His immediate family
who could have done so. However, this is not what the Bible teaches.

We read in John 19:25-27:

“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother... When Jesus
therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing
by, He said to His mother, ‘'Woman, behold your son!” Then He said
to the disciple, ‘Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple
took her to his own home.”

THE DISCIPLE WHOM CHRIST LOVED

Almost every biblical scholar agrees that the “disciple whom Christ
loved” was the disciple John (Compare for additional references, John
13:23; 20:2; 21:7). Especially in John 21, John identifies himself as the
“disciple whom Jesus loved” (compare verses 20-24).

The fact that Jesus entrusted John, who was possibly one of His
cousins [compare comments in the “People’s New Testament”], with
the care of His mother, does not mean, however, that Mary did not
have other children. The Bible clearly reveals that Mary and Joseph
had additional children, AFTER Jesus was born.

CHRIST’S BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Our free booklet, Jesus Christ—A Great Mystery, proves this fact in
great detail in chapter 3, “Christ’s Relatives,” on pages 28-30. You
might want to read the entire passage in the booklet, but here are
just a few highlights:

“The “Virgin Birth’ is clearly taught in Scripture. However, the Bible
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Chapter 6
Jesus Christ's “Sinful Nature”

All of us are born with HUMAN NATURE, or, as the Bible puts it,
with SINFUL FLESH. Christ never sinned, but He did come into sinful
flesh (Romans 8:3). Human nature was passed on to Him through

His mother, Mary, and He needed God’s help to overcome sin in the
flesh. He had the fullness of God'’s Spirit within Him without measure,
from conception (John 3:34, Authorized Version), which enabled Him
to stay sinless.

Christ was not in any way guilty or sinful because of “original sin.”
This false concept teaches that Adam’s sin is passed on genetically to
all human beings when they are conceived in their mother’s womb.
The Bible does not teach the concept of “original sin;” however, Christ
was conceived with human nature. Romans 8:3 tells us that Christ

came “in the likeness of sinful flesh” to overcome and “condemn sin
in the flesh.”

IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH

When the Bible says that Christ came “in the likeness of sinful flesh,”
it also expresses the concept that He came “in” or “into sinful flesh.”

The fact that both expressions (“coming in the likeness of sinful
flesh” and “coming in sinful flesh”) convey identical thoughts has been
clearly understood by commentators and translators. For instance, the
Jerusalem Bible renders Romans 8:3-4 as follows:

“God has done what the Law, because of our unspiritual nature, was
unable to do. God dealt with sin by sending his own Son in a body as
physical as any sinful body, and in that body God condemned sin. He
did this in order that the Law’s just demands might be satisfied in us,
who behave not as our unspiritual nature but as the spirit dictates.”

The “likeness” of something or someone describes an IDENTICAL
copy or representation of something or someone else.
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The Greek word for “likeness” is “homoioma,” and means, quite
literally, “something made like” or “being the same” (derived from
“homos,” meaning “the same.”)

The same word is used in Romans 5:14: “.. death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to
the likeness of the transgression of Adam...”

Adam’s descendants did not commit exactly the same sin that Adam
had committed, in that they did not eat from the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, but they had sinned, of course, because death
reigned over them, and the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). We
see, then, that the word “likeness” describes the identical duplication
or representation of something else. If they HAD sinned according to
the “likeness” of Adam’s sin, then they would have committed exactly
the IDENTICAL sin.

The most convincing Scripture can perhaps be found in Philippians
2:7 where we read that Christ came “in the likeness (“homoioma”) of
man.” This is another way of saying that He came as a man; that He
BECAME a man; that He WAS a man (compare John 1:1, 14).

So, when He came in the “likeness” of sinful flesh, He came in or
into sinful flesh. That is, He became a man with human nature, which
is described as sinful, as it CANNOT be subject or obedient to the
Law of God (Romans 8:7). However, with the help of God the Father,
Christ WAS able to OVERCOME His human nature—self—and learned
obedience by the things which He suffered (Hebrews 5:8).

OVERCOMING HUMAN NATURE

As Christ was fully man—as He came in the “likeness of man” and
“in the likeness of sinful flesh”—He had to overcome His flesh and
make sure that He would not succumb to the temptations of His flesh.
That is why we read that Christ, “in the days of His flesh... offered up
prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who
was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly
fear” (Hebrews 5:7). In that way, He overcame self.

We read that He had a human will, which did not want to die, but
He submitted to God's Will, saying, “... not as I will, but as You will”
(Matthew 26:39), adding, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak” (verse 41). He knew beforehand what would await Him, and
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(1 Peter 5:5; compare James 4:6). We must be careful and diligent, lest
through a root of bitterness, “anyone fall short of the grace of God”
(Hebrews 12:15).

When we read that Christ was full of grace, we need to understand
that He was gracious to people, full of compassion and mercy. Since
He was also full of truth, we need to comprehend that He never lied
or compromised with God’s truth in order to “please” someone or
avoid confrontation or persecution.

The One Volume Commentary by Dummelow states regarding John
1:14: “... grace is the divine favour and loving-kindness; truth ... is
not simply veracity, but holiness in general... Christ was full of grace
and holiness, not that He might keep them to Himself, but that He
might bestow them upon men.”

We must become people who are full of grace and truth—to be
used for the benefit of others (compare Ephesians 4:29). Hebrews
12:28 says: “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot
be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear.” We are to be “good stewards of the
manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10)—not for selfish purposes, but
for the purpose of sharing it with others.

We must be gracious and compassionate, filled with lovingkindness
and goodwill, bestowing favors on others, as we have opportunity
(compare Galatians 6:10). At the same time, we must be upright and
dependable, truthful and trustworthy. As Christ’s disciples, we must
grow in HIS grace and in HIS knowledge (2 Peter 3:18).

We must develop in us and embrace Christ’s gracious character
traits, and we must steadily increase in the understanding of Christ—
including how to answer someone truthfully and tactfully who asks
us about our faith (1 Peter 3:15).
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kind, merciful, gracious, doing good to all, and seeking man’s welfare
by great sacrifices and love; so much so, that it might be said to be
characteristic of him, or he ‘abounded’ in favors to mankind. He was
also ‘full of truth! He declared the truth. In him was no falsehood...”

In 1 Corinthians 16:3, we read that Paul told the disciples that he
wanted to send someone to “bear your gift to Jerusalem.” The Authorized
Version says, “your liberality.” The Greek word is “charis”—commonly
translated as “grace.” This shows that the concept of grace includes
gifts, which are given freely and with liberality.

We read in John 1:16-17: “And of His fullness we have all received,
and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ.”

The commentary of Jamieson, Fausset and Brown explains that the
phrase “grace for grace” means, “grace upon grace... in successive
communications and larger measures, as each was able to take it in.”

John was not saying here that we need to sin more so that God’s
forgiveness of our sins might abound (compare Romans 6:1-2 and
Jude 4), but that Christ bestowed gradually more and more favors on
His disciples.

GRACIOUS

The Greek word for grace can also mean “gracious.” We read that
Jesus spoke with “gracious words” (Luke 4:22), so that all marveled at
them. And so, we are admonished today to always speak “with grace,
seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each
one” (Colossians 4:6).

When we read that God gives us grace, then this not only means
forgiveness of our sins upon repentance, but it can also refer to special
favors and physical and spiritual help that we may need. We read in
Hebrews 4:16: “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

The Greek word for grace (“charis”) can also mean “thanks” or
“thankworthy” (compare Romans 6:17; 1 Peter 2:19 in the Authorized
Version). To be truly thankful is a gift or favor from God which we must
use and apply toward God and man.

Christ, full of grace, is willing to bestow His grace on us. But we
also read that we must be truly humble in order to obtain God’s grace
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He said to His disciples: “I have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how distressed I am till it is accomplished” (Luke 12:50). But if He
had followed His human will to escape His pre-ordained fate (giving
in to the will of His “weak flesh”), He would have sinned, in that He
would have disobeyed God's Plan for Him and for all of mankind.

If Christ would not have had “sinful” human flesh or human
nature, He would not have been susceptible to Satan’s temptations
either (since God cannot be tempted by evil, James 1:13), but He
clearly was tempted by Satan and had to conquer him (Matthew 4:10;
Mark 8:33). When Peter tried unknowingly to circumvent the Will of
God, Christ told him: “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense [a
stumbling block] to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God,
but the things of men” (Matthew 16:23).

Just as Christ overcame His human nature, Satan the devil, and the
world (John 16:33), so must we (Revelation 3:21). With the living Christ
in us, we CAN obey God and become and stay righteou